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(57) ABSTRACT

A processor of an information processing apparatus sets an
enlargement target region in a system screen based on coor-
dinates inputted in a coordinate input unit, superimposes and
displays an enlarged image obtained by enlarging the enlarge-
ment target region, on the system screen, monitors whether or
not the input in the coordinate input unit in the state where the
enlarged image is displayed is performed through a drag
operation of which starting coordinates are in the enlarged
image. When the input in the coordinate input unit in the state
where the enlarged image is displayed is performed through a
drag operation of which starting coordinates are within the
enlarged image, the processor monitors coordinates while the
drag operation is performed. When the coordinates while the
drag operation is performed come to be present within a
predetermined range defined by the edge of the enlarged
image, the processor erases the enlarged image.

6 Claims, 14 Drawing Sheets
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1
INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to an information processing
apparatus that is capable of enlarging and displaying a partial
region of a screen.

2. Related Art

In recent years, an increase in the resolution of display
units has been advancing in information processing appara-
tuses such as notebook personal computers and desktop per-
sonal computers. However, as the increase in the resolution of
display units advances, objects such as displayed characters
and icons become smaller, and visibility with respect to the
objects decreases. The technology described in JP 6-274586
A is a technology that is capable of addressing this problem.
JP 6-274586 A discloses a technology that is capable of
enlarging and displaying a partial region of a screen in an
information processing apparatus.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides an information processing
apparatus that is capable of improving operability in the case
where a partial region of a screen is enlarged and displayed.

An information processing apparatus according to the
present disclosure includes

a display unit;

a coordinate input unit operable to input coordinates on the
display unit; and

a processor operable to perform processing based on the
input in the coordinate input unit,

wherein the processor

causes the display unit to display a system screen,

sets an enlargement target region in the system screen
based on the coordinates inputted in the coordinate input unit,

superimposes and displays an enlarged image obtained by
enlarging the enlargement target region by a predetermined
magnification, on the system screen,

monitors whether or not the input in the coordinate input
unit in the state where the enlarged image is displayed is
performed through a drag operation of which starting coor-
dinates are in the enlarged image,

when the input in the coordinate input unit in the state
where the enlarged image is displayed is performed through a
drag operation of which starting coordinates are within the
enlarged image, monitors coordinates while the drag opera-
tion is performed,

when the coordinates while the drag operation is per-
formed come to be present within a predetermined range
defined by the edge of the enlarged image, erases the enlarged
image.

The information processing apparatus in the present dis-
closure is able to improve operability in the case where a
partial region of a screen is enlarged and displayed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an external view of an information processing
apparatus in a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the
information processing apparatus in the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a view showing a screenshot of a system screen.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart describing enlarged image display
processing.
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2

FIG. 5 is a view showing a screenshot of the system screen
on which an enlargement target region is designated.

FIG. 6 is a view showing a screenshot of the system screen
on which an enlarged image is superimposed and displayed.

FIG. 7 is a view showing a screenshot of the system screen
in on which an enlarged image is superimposed and displayed
in a state where the enlarged image is overlaid on an enlarge-
ment target region.

FIGS. 8A to 8C are views showing screenshots of the
system screen on which an enlarged image is superimposed
and.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart describing enlarged image erasure
processing.

FIGS. 10A and 10B are views showing screenshots of the
system screen showing an example of enlarged image erasure
processing.

FIG. 11 is a view showing a screenshot of the system screen
showing an example after enlarged image erasure processing.

FIG. 12 is a view showing a screenshot of the system screen
showing another example of enlarged image erasure process-
ing.

FIG. 13 is a view showing a screenshot of the system screen
showing yet another example of enlarged image erasure pro-
cessing.

FIG. 14 is a view showing a screenshot of the system screen
showing an example of exception handling in enlarged image
erasure processing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, an embodiment is described in detail while
referring to the drawings as appropriate. However, detailed
descriptions are sometimes omitted when they are not
required. For example, detailed descriptions of already well-
known matters and repeated descriptions of substantially
identical configurations are sometimes omitted. This has been
done in order to avoid the following description from becom-
ing unnecessarily redundant, and to facilitate understanding
for persons skilled in the art.

It should be noted that the inventor(s) has provided the
appended drawings and the following description in order for
persons skilled in the art to sufficiently understand the present
disclosure, not with the intention of thereby restricting the
subject described in the claims.

(Backgrounds that Led to the Present Disclosure)

Conventionally, there are information processing appara-
tuses that are capable of enlarging and displaying a partial
region of a screen (system screen) such as a desktop in which
icons and a taskbar and the like are arranged. In these kinds of
information processing apparatuses, for example, it is
thought that an image (hereinafter, referred to as an “enlarged
image” as appropriate) which is obtained by enlarging the
partial region is overlaid and displayed on an enlargement
source region (enlargement target region) in the system
screen. However, in the case where this kind of display
method is adopted, part of the system screen is hidden by the
enlarged image. Therefore, there is a problem in that it is not
possible for icons such as folders included in the enlarged
image to be dragged to the hidden region in the system screen.

The present disclosure is made in order to cope with the
aforementioned problem, and it is an object of the disclosure
to provide an information processing apparatus that is
capable of improving operability in the case where a partial
region of a system screen is enlarged and displayed.

First Embodiment

Hereinafter, a first embodiment is described with reference
to the drawings.
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1-1. Configuration

FIG. 1 is a view showing the external appearance of an
information processing apparatus in the first embodiment.

An information processing apparatus 100 performs prede-
termined information processing based on an installed OS
(operating system). In the present embodiment, an example is
described in which the information processing apparatus of
the present disclosure has been applied to a notebook per-
sonal computer. It should be noted that the information pro-
cessing apparatus of the present disclosure can also be
applied to alaptop PC, a tablet PC, a smartphone, and the like.

The information processing apparatus 100 includes a dis-
play device 110, a touch panel 120, a keyboard 130, a touch-
pad 140, and buttons 150.

The display device 110 displays images and video. A liquid
crystal display is used as the display device 110 in the present
embodiment.

The touch panel 120 is a sensor that is integrally incorpo-
rated in the display device 110. A user of the information
processing apparatus 100 is able to operate the information
processing apparatus 100 by way of the touch panel 120 by
touching the display surface of the display device 110. The
touch panel 120 is able to execute processing such as moving
a cursor displayed on the display device 110, and issuing
instructions with respect to objects designated by the cursor.
Movement of the cursor is performed by moving a finger
across the touch panel 120. The issuing of instructions is
performed by tapping the touch panel 120.

The keyboard 130 receives key input from the user.

The touchpad 140 receives input through touching opera-
tion from the user. The user is able to operate the information
processing apparatus 100 by touching the touchpad 140. The
touchpad 140 is able to execute processing such as moving a
cursor displayed on the display device 110, and issuing
instructions with respect to objects designated by the cursor.
Movement of the cursor is performed by moving a finger
across the touchpad 140. The issuing of instructions is per-
formed by tapping the touchpad 140.

The buttons 150 are input devices with which a pressing
operation is possible. The information processing apparatus
100 of the present embodiment includes a plurality of the
buttons 150. The user is able to operate the information pro-
cessing apparatus 100 by operating the buttons 150. Opera-
tions that can be executed by means of the buttons 150
include, for example, left-click and right-click operations, a
double-click operation, and the like.

The touch panel 120, the keyboard 130, and the touchpad
140 are able to function as coordinate input units for inputting
coordinates of the display screen of the display device 110. In
the present embodiment, it will be described that the case
where the touch panel 120 functions as a coordinate input
unit. Moreover, in the present embodiment, moving a cursor
continuously by moving a finger across the touch panel 120 or
the touchpad 140 for example, or by operating a direction key
of'the keyboard 130, is referred to as a drag operation. Here-
inafter, it is described that the case where a drag operation is
performed on the touch panel 120. However, a drag operation
may be performed using the touchpad 140 or the keyboard
130.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the information processing
apparatus 100 in the first embodiment.

The information processing apparatus 100 further includes
a processor 210, a storage device 220, and a bus 230.

The processor 210 executes programs stored in the storage
device 220. The processor 210 controls the constituent ele-
ments configuring the information processing apparatus 100
by executing the programs. For example, by executing a
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predetermined program, the processor 210 causes the display
device 110 to display image information stored in the storage
device 220.

The storage device 220 temporarily or permanently stores
data required for the information processing apparatus 100 to
perform information processing. The storage device 220, for
example, stores programs and numerical values to which the
programs refer. As the storage device 220, a non-volatile
memory or a HDD (hard disk drive) for example is used. An
OS is stored in the storage device 220. The OS provides to the
user a system which allows the program (software) to handle
the constituent elements provided in the information process-
ing apparatus 100. Furthermore, a program (hereinafter, sim-
ply referred to as a “program” as appropriate) for enlarged
image erasure processing described hereinafter is stored in
the storage device 220.

The bus 230 is a communication path for control signals
and data transmitted and received by the constituent elements
configuring the information processing apparatus 100. Con-
trol signals and data are transmitted and received among the
constituent elements of the information processing apparatus
100 via the bus 230. In the present embodiment, the display
device 110, the touch panel 120, the touchpad 140, the buttons
150, the processor 210, and the storage device 220 are con-
nected to the bus 230.

Via the bus 230, the processor 210 transmits and receives
various signals with the constituent elements configuring the
information processing apparatus 100, and thereby control-
ling the constituent elements. For example, the touch panel
120 sends coordinate information to the processor 210 via the
bus 230. The coordinate information is information relating
to the coordinates of a portion that the user has touched on the
touch panel 120. The processor 210 executes a program using
received coordinate information to generate various signals
and image data. Generated signals are transmitted to the
storage device 220 via the bus 230, and are stored as data in
the storage device 220. Further, generated image is transmit-
ted to the display device 110 via the bus 230. The display
device 110 displays an image represented by the image. It
should be noted that, although not shown, signals correspond-
ing to information input by the user in the keyboard 130, the
touchpad 140, or the buttons 150 are also transmitted to the
processor 210 via the bus 230.

1-2. Operation

The operation of the information processing apparatus 100
configured as described above will now be described.

The processor 210 causes the display device 110 to display
a system screen 410 such as that shown in FIG. 3 for example.
FIG. 3 is a view that shows a screenshot of a system screen.

The system screen 410 is a screen that is generated and
displayed by means of the functions of the OS and the like.
Specifically, the system screen 410 is a screen in which a
desktop 420, a plurality of'icons 430, a taskbar, and operation
images of application software and the like are superimposed
and displayed. A web browser screen and a paint software
screen and the like can be given as other examples of the
system screen 410. In the present embodiment, it is assumed
that the system screen 410 is displayed on the entirety of the
display screen of the display device 110. Moreover, the sys-
tem screen 410 may be displayed in only a part of the display
screen of the display device 110.

1-2-1. Enlarged Image Display Processing and Enlarged
Image Erasure Processing

The information processing apparatus 100 of the present
embodiment is capable of performing enlarged image display
processing and enlarged image erasure processing. The
enlarged image display processing is processing which super-
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imposes and displays on the system screen 410 an enlarged
image that is obtained by enlarging a partial region of the
system screen 410 in accordance with an operation to the
touch panel 120 by the user. The enlarged image erasure
processing is processing which erases an enlarged image that
is enlarged and displayed through enlarged image display
processing when predetermined conditions have been met.
Hereinafter, the enlarged image display processing and the
enlarged image erasure processing will be described.
1-2-1-1. Enlarged Image Display Processing

The enlarged image display processing will now be
described. FIG. 4 is a flowchart describing the enlarged image
display processing.

The processing in the flowchart of FIG. 4 is realized as a
result where the processor 210 executes a program stored in
the storage device 220 while referring to various data. Here-
inafter, it is described that, as an example, the case where a
system screen 410 such as that shown in FIG. 3 is displayed
on the display device 110 prior to the start of enlarged image
display processing.

The enlarged image display processing may be started as a
result where the user causes the information processing appa-
ratus 100 to explicitly execute a predetermined program, or
may be started by a background processing function of the
OS.

First, the processor 210 receives the designation of an
enlargement target region (S110). The enlargement target
region is designated by the user. The enlargement target
region is a partial region within the system screen 410.

FIG. 5 is a view that shows a screenshot of the system
screen on which an enlargement target region is designated.

In the present embodiment, it is assumed that an enlarge-
ment target region 510 is designated by the two points of a
coordinate 710 and a coordinate 720 being designated
through a touch operation or the like of the user with respect
to the touch panel 120 for example. For example, the desig-
nation is performed by the two points 710 and 720 on the
touch panel 120 being touched at the same time using the
thumb and the middle finger. That is, a rectangular region in
which the straight line joining the two points is a diagonal line
is designated as an enlargement target region. Information
regarding the coordinates is transferred from the OS to the
program.

The processor 210 superimposes and displays, on the sys-
tem screen 410, an enlarged image in which the enlargement
target region 510 designated in step S110 has been enlarged
(8120). Specifically, the processor 210 generates an enlarged
image that is obtained by enlarging the enlargement target
region 510 is by a predetermined magnification. The gener-
ated enlarged image is stored in the storage device 220.

FIG. 6 is a view that shows a screenshot of the system
screen on which an enlarged image is superimposed and
displayed. FIG. 7 is a view that shows a screenshot of the
system screen on which an enlarged image is superimposed
and displayed in a state where the enlarged image is overlaid
on an enlargement target.

As shown in FIG. 7, the processor 210 superimposes and
displays the generated enlarged image 610 on the system
screen 410 so that the center X1 of the enlarged image 610 and
the center X2 of the enlargement target region 510 coincide
with each other. In the case where the centers X1 and X2
coincide with each other, due to the location of the enlarge-
ment target region 510, for example, as shown in FIG. 8 A, the
display range of the enlarged image 610 sometimes protrudes
to the outside from the display range of the system screen 410,
and as shown in FIG. 8B, the edge of the enlarged image 610
enters the range of a predetermined distance L from the edge
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of the system screen 410 toward the inside. In such cases, as
shown in FIG. 8C, the processor 210 causes display device
110 to display the enlarged image 610 so that the edge of the
enlarged image 610 is located in a location away from the
edge of the system screen 410 toward the inside by the pre-
determined distance L. At such time, the center of the
enlarged image 610 and the center of the enlargement target
region do not coincide with each other.

In the case where an operation has been performed to an
icon or the like in the enlarged image 610, the processor 210
performs processing corresponding thereto. Furthermore, in
the case where an operation such as moving an icon has been
performed within the enlarged image 610, this operation is
reflected also to the enlargement source region (enlargement
target region) in the system screen 410.
1-2-1-2. Enlarged Image Erasure Processing

The enlarged image erasure processing will now be
described. FIG. 9 is a flowchart for describing the enlarged
image erasure processing.

The processing in the flowchart of FIG. 9 is performed as a
result where the processor 210 executes a program stored in
the storage device 220 while referring to various data. Here-
inafter, it will be described that, as an example, the case where
an enlarged image 610 such as that shown in FIG. 6 is dis-
played on the display device 110, prior to the start of the
enlarged image erasure processing.

First, the processor 210 monitors whether or not a drag
operation of which starting coordinates are within the
enlarged image 610 superimposed and displayed on the sys-
tem screen 410 is being performed (S210). The determination
whether or not a drag operation is being performed is made
based on information regarding the presence/absence of a
drag event that is returned from the OS in response to a query
to the OS from the program in the present embodiment.

When the drag operation is not being performed (“no” in
S210), the processor 210 repeatedly executes the processing
of step S210.

On the contrary, when the drag operation is being per-
formed (“yes” in S210), the processor 210 monitors whether
ornot the coordinates of the current touch location by the drag
operation are coordinates that are present in the region outside
of'the enlarged image 610 (5220).

When the coordinates of the current touch location are
coordinates in the region outside of the enlarged image 610
(“yes” in S220), the processor 210 erases the enlarged image
610 (S230).

On the contrary, when the coordinates of the current touch
location are not coordinates in the region outside of the
enlarged image 610 (“no” in S220), the processor 210 repeat-
edly executes the processing of step S210 and thereafter.

FIGS. 10A and 10B are views that show screenshots of the
system screen showing the erasure processing for the
enlarged image 610. As shown in FIG. 10A, the system screen
410 and the enlarged image 610 are displayed on the display
device 110. In this state, when it is detected that the user has
touches a portion of the screen at location A, and starts a drag
operation for icon F from this location A, and the touch
location in the drag operation has moved to the region outside
of'the enlarged image 610, for example location B, as shown
in FIG. 10B, the processor 210 erases the enlarged image 610.
Thus, the region hidden by the enlarged image 610 in the
system screen 410 appears. FIG. 10B shows the state during
the drag operation, and the icon F that is present in the
enlargement target region and an icon Fm that is being
dragged are displayed.

In the case where the user, for example, wishes to drag the
icon F or the like that is included in the enlarged image 610 to
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the region hidden by the enlarged image 610 in the system
screen 410, this icon F should be temporarily moved by
means of the drag operation to the region outside of the
enlarged image 610. Thus, the enlarged image 610 is auto-
matically erased, and the hidden region appears. Conse-
quently, as shown in FIG. 11, it becomes possible for the user
to move the icon F to the region hidden by the enlarged image
610, by a drag operation.

FIG. 12 is a view that shows a screenshot of the system
screen showing another example of enlarged image erasure
processing. In the aforementioned FIG. 10, the case where a
drag operation has been performed with respect to the icon F
is described. However, as shown in FIG. 12, when a drag
operation is performed with a location (coordinates C) at
which the icon F is not present in the enlarged image 610 as a
starting point, and the coordinates of the touch location come
to be included in the region outside of the enlarged image 610
(coordinates D for example), the enlarged image 610 may be
erased.

FIG. 13 is a view that shows a screenshot of the system
screen showing yet another example of enlarged image era-
sure processing. In the example of the aforementioned FIG.
10, when the coordinates of a touch location in a drag opera-
tion are coordinates that are included in the region outside of
the enlarged image 610, the enlarged image 610 is erased.
However, as shown in FIG. 13, when the coordinates of a
touch location in a drag operation enter into a region R from
the edge 610A of the enlarged image 610 to a border 620 that
is set to the inside by a predetermined distance S (coordinates
E for example), in other words, the enlarged image 610 may
be erased when the coordinates of a touch location
approaches to within the range of the predetermined distance
S from the edge 610A.

FIG. 14 is a view that shows a screenshot of the system
screen showing yet another example of enlarged image era-
sure processing. Specifically, FIG. 14 shows an example of a
case where an enlarged image 1210 is displayed without
coinciding with the center of the enlarged image 1210 and the
center of an enlargement target region 1220, as described in
FIG. 8C. In FIG. 14, the enlargement target region 1220 is not
completely hidden by the enlarged image 1210, and a part of
the enlargement target region 1220 is displayed. In the afore-
mentioned FIG. 10, when the coordinates of a touch location
in a drag operation enter the region outside of the enlarged
image, the enlarged image is erased. However, as shown in
FIG. 14, in the case where a drag operation for the icon F of
which starting coordinates are coordinates G that are included
in the enlarged image 1210, the enlarged image 1210 may not
be erased when the coordinates during the drag operation
(coordinates H) are included within the enlargement target
region 1220, even if the coordinates during the drag operation
are included in the region outside of the enlarged image 1210.
This is because, in the case where the region in which the
coordinates in the drag operation (coordinates H) are present
is a region that is not hidden by the enlarged image 1210 in the
enlargement target region 1220, the drag operation is possible
even if the enlarged image 1210 is not erased.

1-3. Effects and the Like

As described above, in the present embodiment, the infor-
mation processing apparatus 100 includes the display device
110, the touch panel 120 that inputs coordinates on the dis-
play device 110, and the processor 210 that performs process-
ing based on input in the touch panel 120. The processor 210
causes the display device 110 to display the system screen
410, sets an enlargement target region in the system screen
410 based on the coordinates inputted in the touch panel 120,
superimposes and displays the enlarged image 610 obtained

30

40

45

8

by enlarging the enlargement target region by a predeter-
mined magnification, on the system screen 410. The proces-
sor 210 monitors whether or not the input in the touch panel
120 in the state where the enlarged image 610 is displayed is
performed through a drag operation of which starting coor-
dinates are in the enlarged image 610. When the input in the
touch panel 120 in the state where the enlarged image 610 is
displayed is performed through a drag operation of which
starting coordinates are within the enlarged image 610, moni-
tors coordinates while the drag operation is performed. On
monitoring, when the coordinates while the drag operation is
performed come to be present within a predetermined range
defined by the edge of the enlarged image 410, the processor
210 erases the enlarged image 610.

The information processing apparatus 100 in the present
disclosure is able to improve operability in the case where a
partial region of the system screen 410 is enlarged and dis-
played.

For example, in the case where it is desired for an icon such
as a folder included in the enlarged image 610 to be dragged
to the region hidden by the enlarged image 610 in the system
screen 410, the icon should be temporarily moved by means
of the drag operation to the region outside of the enlarged
image 610. Thus, the enlarged image 610 is automatically
erased, and the hidden region appears. Consequently, it
becomes possible for the icon to be dragged to this hidden
region.

In the present embodiment, the predetermined region
defined by the edge 610A of the enlarged image 610 is the
region outside of the enlarged image 610. Thus, in the case
where coordinates during the dragging come to be present in
the region outside of the enlarged image 610, the enlarged
image 610 is erased. Therefore, the timing of the erasure of
the enlarged image 610 is easily understood by the user.

In the present embodiment, the processor 210 does not
erase the enlarged image 1210 in the case where coordinates
during a drag operation are present in the enlargement target
region 1220 of the enlarged image 1210, even if the coordi-
nates during the drag operation are performed are present in
the region outside of the enlarged image 1210. This is
because, in the case where the region in which the coordinates
during the drag operation are present is a region that is not
hidden by the enlarged image 1210 in the enlargement target
region 1220, the drag operation is possible even if the
enlarged image 1210 is not erased.

In the present embodiment, the drag operation is an opera-
tion in which an icon arranged on the system screen 410 is
dragged. Therefore, operability in the case where an icon
arranged on the system screen 410 is dragged from the
enlarged image 610 onto the system screen 410 is improved.
(Other Embodiments)

As described above, the first embodiment has been
described as an exemplification of the technology disclosed in
the present application. However, the technology in the
present disclosure can also be applied to an embodiment in
which an alteration, substitution, addition, or omission or the
like has been implemented as appropriate without restriction
to the first embodiment. Furthermore, it is also possible to
combine the constituent elements described in the aforemen-
tioned the first embodiment to constitute a new embodiment.

Accordingly, examples of other embodiments are given
hereinafter.

In the first embodiment, the touch panel 120 is described as
an example of a coordinate input device. However, the coor-
dinate input unit is sufficient as long as it indicates specific
coordinates on the display device 110. Consequently, the
coordinate input unit is not restricted to the touch panel 120,
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and may be constituted by, for example, the touchpad 140 or
a mouse (not shown) or the like. However, if the touch panel
120 is used as the coordinate input unit, the user is able to
perform input while visually confirming the range to be
enlarged.

In the first embodiment, the enlarged image is overlaid on
the center of the enlargement target region and displayed.
However, it is not essential for the enlarged image to be
overlaid on the center of the enlargement target region and
displayed, and the enlarged image may be displayed without
being overlaid on the center.

In the first embodiment, it is described that an example in
which one display device 110 is provided in the information
processing apparatus 100. However, the information process-
ing apparatus 100 may include two or more display devices
110. In this case, the system screen 410 may be displayed
across a plurality of display devices 110.

In the first embodiment, an example is described in which
the system screen 410 is displayed on the entire display screen
(full screen) of the display device 110. However, the system
screen 410 may be displayed in only a part of the display
screen of the display device 110.

As described above, the first embodiment has been
described as an exemplification of the technology in the
present disclosure. The appended drawings and the detailed
description have been provided for this purpose.

Consequently, in the constituent elements described in the
appended drawings and the detailed description, there may be
included not only constituent elements that are essential for
solving the problem but also, in order to give an example of
the aforementioned technology, constituent elements that are
not essential for solving the problem. Therefore, the non-
essential constituent elements should not be immediately per-
ceived as being essential due to these non-essential constitu-
ent elements being described in the appended drawings and
the detailed description.

Furthermore, since the purpose of the aforementioned
embodiment is to give an example of the technology in the
present disclosure, it is possible for various alterations, sub-
stitutions, additions, and omissions and the like to be imple-
mented within the scope of the patent claims or within a scope
equivalent thereto.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present disclosure can be applied to an information
processing apparatus that enlarges and displays an image.
Specifically, the present disclosure can be applied to a per-
sonal computer, a smart phone, and a tablet terminal and the
like.

What is claimed is:
1. An information processing apparatus, comprising:
a display unit;
a coordinate input unit operable to input coordinates on the
display unit; and
a processor operable to perform processing based on the
input in the coordinate input unit,
wherein the processor
causes the display unit to display a system screen,
sets an enlargement target region in the system screen,
the enlargement target region based on the coordi-
nates inputted in the coordinate input unit,
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superimposes and displays an enlarged image obtained
by enlarging the enlargement target region by a pre-
determined magnification on the system screen,
in a state where the enlarged image is displayed,

monitors whether an input in the coordinate input unit
is performed through a drag operation of which
having starting coordinates in the enlarged image,

when the input in the coordinate input unit is per-
formed through a drag operation having starting
coordinates within the enlarged image, monitors
coordinates while the drag operation is performed,
and

when the coordinates while the drag operation is per-
formed come to be present within a predetermined
range that is a region outside of the enlarged image
defined by the edge of the enlarged image, erases
the enlarged image, unless the coordinates while
the drag operation are performed are present in the
enlargement target region of the enlarged image, in
which case the image is not erased.

2. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the drag operation is an operation in which
an icon arranged on the system screen is dragged.

3. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the enlarged image partially overlays the
enlargement target region.

4. A method of displaying an enlarged image on a display
unit of an information processing apparatus, the information
processing apparatus including the display unit, a coordinate
input unit operable to input coordinates on the display unit,
and a processor operable to perform processing based on the
input in the coordinate input unit, the method comprising:

displaying, on the display unit, a system screen;
setting an enlargement target region in the system screen,
the enlargement target region being based on coordi-
nates input from the coordinate input unit;

superimposes and displays, on the system screen of the
display unit, an enlarged image obtained by enlarging
the enlargement target region by a predetermined mag-
nification;

when the enlarged image is displayed:

monitors whether an input in the coordinate input unit is
performed through a drag operation having starting
coordinates within the enlarged image,

monitors coordinates while a drag operation is per-
formed when the input in the coordinate input unit is
performed through a drag operation having starting
coordinates within the enlarged image, and

erases the enlarged image when the coordinates while
the drag operation is performed come to be present
within a predetermined range that is a region outside
of the enlarged image defined by the edge of the
enlarged image, unless the coordinates while the drag
operation is performed are present in the enlargement
target region of the enlarged image, in which case the
image is not erased.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the drag
operation is an operation in which an icon arranged on the
system screen is dragged.

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein superimpos-
ing the enlarged image includes partially overlaying the
enlarged image on the enlargement target region.
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